AEDSB General Secretary’s Report, 
Annual General Meeting 

Friday, January 4, 2008 in New Orleans, Louisiana
It is my pleasure to have the opportunity to present to you the General Secretary’s report on 2007 AEDSB activities. I would like to extend my gratitude to my colleagues at the AEDSB Executive Committee and general members for all their help in preparing this report and accomplishing a number of very important tasks in 2007.  The tasks that the 2007-08 EC has accomplished include holding on to the AEDSB session at ASSA until 2009, updating website, organizing conference and seminar series, transferring Washington D.C. account and building up tie to other organization.

AEDSB SESSION AT ASSA

The first good news is that John Siegfried of ASSA informed us that the AEDSB session will continue to be part of the 2009 ASSA program.  However, we were not able to get Prof Yunus to attend in Jan 2008 even after a valiant effort by Munir Bhai. For the January 2008 session, Mushfiq Mobarak is the coordinator.  He and Shahe Emran were entrusted with the task of putting together the session. We are very happy to report that their efforts have led to the presentation at the session by three renowned development economists, Mark Rosenzweig, Editor, Journal of Development Economics, Mukesh Eswaran of University of British Columbia, and Paul Schultz of Yale University. In response to the threat of possibly losing AEDSB's session at the ASSA, we wanted to draw attention to the fact that research on Bangladesh is truly an international endeavor, and that AEDSB is able to drawn upon a wide range of participants.  Besides, the three presenters, we have also experimented with a few "egg-timer" presentations form those who submitted papers.  Each presenter are given 3-4 minutes to present a very quick outline of their paper, and they are also given the opportunity to set up a poster of their paper in the same room. 

OTHER SEMINAR ACTIVITIES

In 2007, AEDSB cosponsored a South Asia Conference at North Carolina Central University held on November 16, 2007 and organized seminar series at the Washington D.C. In addition to cosponsoring South Asia Conference and organizing Washington D.C. Seminar Series, AEDSB is also in the process of participating in a session at a conference at the Harvard University sponsored by Bangladesh Development Initiative and Ash Institute of Public Policy at the Harvard University.

South Asia Conference

The South Asia conference, cosponsored by the School of Business, NCCU, North Carolina Center for South Asia Studies, and AEDSB, addressed the underlying causes of crisis in democratic and governmental institutions and religious intolerances besetting the three largest countries in the region, namely Bangladesh, India and Pakistan. The conference was attended by renowned scholars on South Asia namely Stanley Kotchaneck of Penn State, Charles Kennedy of Wake Forest University, David Gilmartin of NC State University, Yasmin Saikia of UNC-Chapel Hill and Ali Riaz of Illinois State University.  Following the day-long conference, a public forum addressed by the Bangladesh’s Ambassador in the U.S.A. and Deputy Chief of Mission of Pakistan Embassy was also organized in evening. Both the conference and public forum received wide coverage in the media providing important exposure to AEDSB.
Washington DC Seminar

The AEDSB’s Washington Seminar Series on Bangladesh’s Development resumed
in 2007.  Three seminars were organized and well attended by an audience of
international and Bangladeshi professionals working in the Washington D.C. area.
In the first seminar, Junaid Ahmad and Sadiq Ahmed, made a presentation on
Making Dhaka City Liveabl based on their recent book (co-authored with Adeeb
Mahmud) with the same title.  They identified the various technical and
institutional challenges that lay on the path to improving living conditions in
Dhaka and stressed the need to enhance the ability, authority and accountability
of the city government.  In the second presentation, Mr. Zakir A. Khan,
Alternate Executive Director, the World Bank, and former Finance Secretary,
Finance, Government of Bangladesh presented his perspectives on Promoting
Economic Reforms in Bangladesh.  In the third seminar, Dr. Maitreyi Das, a social scientist made a presentation on The Changing Face of Bangladesh:  Gender Equality and Social Transformation. Drawing on the recently completed World Bank's Bangladesh Gender Assessment, Dr. Das presented a picture of the deep social and economic 
transformation taking place in Bangladesh in unexpected (PERHAPS ADD: and 
largely positive) ways.
BDI Conference at Harvard University

AEDSB has been invited to organize a session at a conference at the Harvard University sponsored by the Bangladesh Development Initiative (BDI) in collaboration with Democracy and Development in Bangladesh Forum (DDBF), Boston, Massachusetts and The Ash Institute for Democratic Governance & Innovation, John F. Kennedy School of Government. The conference will be held on June 13 & 14 (Friday & Saturday), 2008 at Harvard University. Educators, policy makers, social entrepreneurs, research and development organizations, etc. are being invited to submit papers development related areas of Bangladesh. 


WEBSITE
The executive committee is happy to report that after years in inactive state the AEDSB website has recently been successfully updated. AEDSB website now provides news/information of conferences on Bangladesh and also links to data and research works on Bangladesh. Posting of materials at the AEDSB website must require approval of the executive committee. Currently, Khawaja A. Mamun, Kazi Iqbal and M. Shakil Quayes are leading the efforts in maintaining the website.
AEDSB Accounts

Please refer to treasurer report.
MEMBERSHIP
Since February 2007, we have about three new members.

AEDSB 2007-08 Committee
	Office Bearers:
	Designation
	Affiliation

	Dr. Salim Rashid
	President
	Professor, University of Illinois, Urbana-Chapnaign

	Dr. Fahad Khalil
	Vice President
	Associate Professor, University of Washintong at Seattle

	Dr. ABM Nasir
	General Secretary 
	Assistant Professor, North Carolina Central University

	Dr. A. Mushfiq Mobarak
	Asst. General Secretary 
	Assistant Professor, University of Colorado at Boulder

	Dr. Mohammed Mustafa
	Treasurer
	Professor of Economics, South Carolina State University

	Dr. Khawaja A. Mamun
	Members
	Assistant Professor of Economics, Sacred Heart University

	Dr. Kazi Iqbal
	Members
	Consultant, World Bank

	Dr. Ahmad Ahsan
	Members
	Lead Economist, PREM, World Bank

	Dr. Syed Saad Andaleeb
	Members
	Professor, School of Business, Pensylvania State University, Erie


